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See reading GGT 008

Candidate’s Instructions

A local group of GPs have expressed dissatisfaction with services for treatment of back pain. Your Director of Public Health has asked you to look into the problem and present a short summary of your plan to the Senior Public Health Team. Use the attached information and the following questions to guide your response.

How will you approach this issue?


What other information do you need to proceed?

How can the team take this forward?

Prepare a 4 minute presentation which you will present informally to your Public Health Colleagues and then spend the remaining 4 minutes discussing the issues. 

Attached Information 

Guide to Management of back pain (question 8)

Examiner’s Instructions 

Public health Competencies covered: 

Guide to marking of responses:

1. Identification of  extent of problem

· Local and national data on back pain; prevalence and incidence, HES data

· Literature review & any National guidelines

· Meet with GPs to identify issues they are concerned about; also meet with physios, orthopaedic surgeons, patients etc

· Establish what is current care pathway and options for referral & any local protocols or guidelines used
2. What next?











· Key stakeholders to meet 


· Health needs assessment  if indicated

· Current services provided & referral patterns

· Equity of access 










3. Action plan development 

· Different or more provision needed?

· Target high risk patients

· Ensure clear pathway; local guidelines/protocols if needed

· Barriers to success 

· Resources needed to achieve

· Strategy plan to PEC/Board for implementation





4. Monitoring & evaluation

· Audit/evaluation planned to ensure is being implemented

